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Dear Parents,

Another busy fortnight. Last week was filled with the
extra-curricular. On Tuesday the whole school took part
in our 2" Farmer Time. This time however, they visited
the farm. | was not in school to enjoy this particular trip
but | am very reliably informed that it was a huge hit,
with staff and children alike. Not only were they
transported there by trailer (seats and harnesses
included) but when at the farm had the joy of seeing the
newborn calves in their pens. Our thanks to Geoff
Homer and his team for making this very special morning
happen. On Wednesday we were joined by ‘Music for
Miniatures’. This experience was brought to us by two
professional musicians who shared their passion and
their instruments with the children. This text from the
promotional materials sums up the experience nicely:
‘Imagine a show where your students are in control,
deciding what happens next in a comical musical
journey. MUSICIAN! brings the exciting world of live
classical music right to your school, with a playful twist
that will have everyone laughing and learning. Live music
from 16th Century arias and Baroque music to Dvorak,
Jazz and Brazilian Choro music, there's something for
everyone!’

We are hoping to invite them back for another musical
experience entitled ‘Bubble Bach’, more on that another
time.

With only a week left of this Spring term we are very
much looking forward to seeing you all at the Easter
Service at 9:30am on Friday 27" March. Our PTA have
kindly offered to serve refreshments back at school after
the service and the Easter Bonnet parade. | hope that
you can join us. Winter has been quite a grey and damp

affair this year. | hope that we can enjoy a few more dry
and sunny days when we return to school in April. Please
enjoy a safe and restful Easter.

Nibi Jones

Principal

Attendance Update

Current whole school attendance data: 96%

Our end of year attendance target is: 97%

We have had another mini-bout of seasonal illness.
There is a sickness bug and a nasty cold circulating. |
hope that the onset of Spring will provide the fresh air
that we need to support a healthy term 5 and 6.

World Day of Prayer

Thank you to everyone who joined us for the World Day
of Prayer service at St Katharine’s church. Thanks also to
all of you who made cakes for the after-service
refreshments. It was lovely to see you there. As is so
often the case, those who haven’t seen our children in
action were very impressed by their singing and
behaviour throughout the service. Special mention to
Ferne, Esme, Zach and Harley who (with very little
warning) stepped up to take narrator parts in the
service. The were word, pace and volume perfect!

MDSA - Rachel Lashford

We are delighted to announce that Rachel Lashford has
joined the St. Katharine’s staff team as a Mid-Day
Supervisor. Rachel will be with us fortnightly to support
the children at lunch times and to facilitate some work
flexibility for Rebecca Womersley. | am sure you will join
me in welcoming Rachel into the fold as a staff member
as well as a parent!

Parents’ Evenings

All parents will have received details about the
upcoming Parents’ Evenings happening on 24th and 26th
March. The sessions are being held via video call. The
booking window is now closed. If, for any reason, you
didn’t manage to make a booking, please do get in touch
with Hayley in the office and she will be able to help.



Celebration Worship Dates — Terms 586

*please note that the dates below are accurate as of end
of Term 4. The summer term does get busy. We will let
you know if things change.

Celebration Worshi'o

Term 5 &6
Friday Date What?
17t April Sycamore Class Sharing
24" April Chestnut Class Sharing
1" May Oak Class Sharing
8™ May Hazel Class Sharing
15" May No Celebration Worship
22nd May No Celebration Worship - walk
safe sessions
5% June Celebration Worship
12% June No Celebration Worship - Y6
residential
19" June No Celebration Worship -
Father's Day Shop
26™ June Celebration Worship
3rd July No Celebration Worship
10 July No Celebration Worship
Summer Performance dress rehearsal
17t Juhj Final Celebration Worskip
Sport's Dau am

NHS advice and information: Meningitis

You will all be aware of the recent outbreak of
meningitis B in the Kent area. Vaccination of babies
began in 2015 which means that all children born after
this time will have had the vaccine. We have received
quite a lot of information via email this week, much of
which is targeted at the secondary school sector. The
following is the key information we feel it is our
responsibility to share with you:

There is no cause for alarm within your school
community. However, awareness of symptoms and
the confidence to act quickly are the most effective
tools available to you, and we want to make sure
every member has the information they need.

Key symptoms to be aware of include:

e Sudden onset of high fever and severe
headache

o Stiff neck and dislike of bright light

e Arash that does not fade when pressed with a
glass

e Confusion, extreme drowsiness, or cold hands
and feet

e Vomiting, joint pain, or seizures

Symptoms can appear in any order and may
initially resemble flu. Anyone deteriorating quickly
should receive urgent medical attention without
delay — contact a GP, call NHS 111, or dial 999 in
an emergency.

World Book Day

As always, we were delighted to see the children fully
embracing World Book Day at school on 5th March. It
was quite something being able to walk around school
and bump into fairy tale characters, tigers, crocodiles,
pirates and detectives, to name but a few. What was
lovely to see was the wide range of characters from the
kaleidoscope of children’s literature now available to
young readers. One dress up day does not in itself create
life-long readers, but we hope that valuing reading and
supporting children’s fluency, interest in stories and
celebrating books on days such as this, will in
combination make a difference.

RED N@SE DAY

Thank you for supporting Red Nose Day with us today by
sending children into school wearing ‘something red’.
We raised a total of £90 to contribute towards this
worthy cause.

Lost Property

Please remember to call in and look through the lost
property basket. Anything left in the final week of term
(week commencing 23rd March) will be put on a table
near the school gate at the end of the day for parents to
look through. Any property remaining at the end of
term will be put into the donation station or given to
local charity shops. Please make sure that everything is
named. We can then easily return items to their rightful
owner.

Milly Fortune’s Fundraising Marathon

Milly Fortune (mum to Ned and Clemmie) is running this
year’s London Marathon and hoping to raise funds in
support of Pancreatic Cancer research and St Katharine's
School. Please click the link below to find out more
about the story behind Milly taking on this challenge but
in brief; Milly’s father sadly died of pancreatic cancer in
2017. He ran the Marathon at the age of 42 and in his
honour, also at the age of 42, Milly made the decision to
try for a balloted place. The stars must have aligned, and
she now finds herself in the scary / exciting position of
getting ready to run it herself, both in remembrance of
her father and in support of a charity close to her heart.
Milly has also, very generously, decided to split
donations between that charity and St Katharine’s
School. We will spend the money on supporting PE —
Milly’s father loved sports, and it has always been
important to her and her family.

Every Mile Matters - Milly's London Marathon for
Pancreatic Cancer Research & St Katharine’s Primary
School - GiveWheel

We are hoping to run a competition for the children to
get busy with over the Easter Break. Children can design
a picture for the back of Milly’s running vest. Templates
2



https://givewheel.com/fundraising/13817/millysmarathon2026/
https://givewheel.com/fundraising/13817/millysmarathon2026/
https://givewheel.com/fundraising/13817/millysmarathon2026/

and instructions will be with you next week. It will cost
£1.00 to enter, with a small prize for the winner. All
proceeds from the competition will go into the
fundraising pot for this charitable event. Our huge
thanks to Milly for thinking of our school as part of her
fundraising attempt and for all the work she has done to
get herself ready to cross that line in April!

Wildcats Sessions for Girls

If you have a daughter in Year 2 who likes to play
football you might be interested in an offering from
Marlborough Youth Football Club. During the spring and
summer Wildcats sessions are available for Year 2 girls
free of charge on Friday evenings on Minal sports field.
You can register via this link. Further details are given on
the flyer on the noticeboard section of this newsletter,
please take a look.

Mesange on bebal of #he PTA

Bunny Bop

We hope you’re all ready to hop, skip, and bop your way
into this evening’s Bunny Bop from 5—7pm! Tickets
are still available online if you haven’t grabbed yours yet.

School Fete

Looking ahead, preparations are already underway for
this year’s school fete on 16th May and we’d love your
help to make it a fantastic day for everyone. As always, it
takes a small army (or at least a very enthusiastic group
of parents and carers!) to bring it all together.

Whether you fancy running a stall, lending a hand with
food and drinks, or even showcasing your own craft or
small business, there’s a place for you. We have pitches
available if you’d like to set up shop for the day.

If you’re able to help in any way, please do get in touch.
Thank you as always for your support.

Easter Bonnet Parade

This year’s Easter Bonnet Parade will be held after the
Easter service at St Katharine’s Church next Friday 27th
March. We invite all children to create an Easter bonnet
for the parade - anything goes! Entryis £1 and all
bonnets will be paraded by the children in Church after
the service and judged by Colin Heber Percy and
members of staff. Prizes will be given for the favourite
bonnets. It will be lovely to see lots of beautiful
creations and make the parade fun and colourful.
Thank you for your support and help with this.

PTA Team

Have a lovely weekend,

Tbe PTA Team

Mesrage on behaly o) the Fun Run Team

The Savernake Fun Run takes place in just three months
time on Saturday 27th June! Don’t forget to sign up

at www.savernakel0Ok.co.uk and please share the event
widely with your friends and family.

Whether you are running the 3k, 10k or just coming
along to support your loved ones, the day promises to
have something for everyone.

Getting the race off to a flying start will be Fruci Fit
leading the warmup as well as our very own Emma
Kimber in her role as Marlborough Town Crier. We also
welcome Phoenix Brass Band who will be entertaining
the masses. Raffle tickets for the fun run will be on sale
at the school fete on 16th May and there are some
wonderful prizes to be won.

We are always very grateful to you, our parent
community, for help with our school events, and due to
the volume of people we are expecting on the day we
require a large number of volunteers. If you are able to
offer your time please contact Anna Speed or Leah
Joddrell. A list of volunteer positions is on the website.

Who would like to meet Joe Wicks?! If so, please tag
our Savernake Fun Run in the comments on the
Facebook link below, to see if he would visit us:

https://www.facebook.com/share/pn/1DdLe8EbJS/

Let’s see if he will be persuaded to come and join us on
the day!

Thank you for your support!

The Fun Run Tearm


https://book.englandfootball.com/Wildcats/marlboroughyouthfc0/Summary/4a44ee33-78c7-47d0-8a62-27b3757a729d
http://www.savernake10k.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1DdLe8EbJS/

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Mey

March

Friday 20"

Sharing our learning afternoon -
parents invited in from 2.30pm
until 3.15pm
Sycamore Class parents of rugby
club children —8.30 —9.00/9.15am

Mobile library visiting

Red Nose Day

Final After School TAG Rugby Club
Year 5/6
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF TIME
FOR THIS FINAL SESSION - 2.30-
3.30pm

Bunny Bop
5:00—-7:00pm

Tuesday 24"

Year 3/4 Cricket Festival event at
St. Katharine’s School
(small group)

Monday 4" Bank Holiday
School Closed
Wednesday 6™ | Year 6 Red Ridge Pre-residential
parents meeting 3.15pm
Monday 11t - KS2 SATs week
14
Friday 15t Mobile Library visiting
Saturday 16" PTA Mayday Fete
Sunday 17t Triathlon event at Marlborough
College
Wednesday 20*" Year 4 Braeside Residential
— Friday 22"
Friday 22" Walk Safe road safety training
Years 1,3 and 6
Last day of Term 5

3.30—-5.30pm Parents Evening 2
(Oak, Chestnut and Sycamore
Classes)

Thursday 26

Year 5/6 TAG Rugby Festival at
Marlborough Rugby Club AM

3.30—7.00pm Parents Evening 2
whole school

Friday 27

Easter Service
St. Katharine’s Church 9.30am
Including the Easter Bonnet
Parade

Last Day of Term 4
Finish at 1:15pm

it

Monday 13t

First Day of Term 5

First swimming session Year 3
(block of 10)

Wednesday 15% Braeside Year 4 Pre-residential
meeting for parents
3.15pm
Friday 17" Mobile Library visiting
Monday 20%" TD Day 6 (children not in school)
Excalibur wide

Tuesday 21° Farmer Time class assemblies
Tuesday 28 Year 3/4 Athletics Festival at

Burbage School
(small group)

Please also refer to the Key Dates Planner V2, that
includes all the dates that we know of for the
academic year 2025/26 (at this point).

Our aim is that we give you advance warning and
enable you to plan well ahead for some of the main
events in the year. As events come into the school
diary they will be added to the dates sections of the
Newsletter and to Key Dates Planners V3 which is
resent at the beginning of Term 5.

Remaining TD Days 2025/26
20t April 2026

Please Note
We will close at 1:15pm on the following end of term
dates:

e Friday 27t March

e Wednesday 22" July
Children will be ready to be collected from the
playground at 1:15pm. On these days we ask that
children do not stay to play so that end of term clear-
up and organisation can be planned to include any
grounds maintenance that might be needed.
Thank you
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CRICKET CAMP

| Performance Sports Coaching is exc% be running a Cricket
Camp delivered by ECB Level 2 Coaches at Marlborough College

in May Half Term. A brilliant opportunity to use their specialist

] indoor and outdoor nets and enjoy their top-class facilities.

1 Aimed at players new to the game, those playing Dynamos
Cricket (U10) and also U13 Hardball. Our coaches have over 25

years combined coaching experience and

= supporting your child have an amaz%y

€

/) * MAY27TH
!« MARLBOROUGH COLLEGE “L N
10-16.00 'z-l‘L %)

foss BEGINNER | DYNAMO | U13 HARDBALL

-

-

* GIRLS & BOYS
| .

oy O o

£50.00

;ﬁwﬂl havg"ﬁrizes and competitions, and we intend to stretch
mo?e able players with technical skills ancuirills, as well as ¢
creating a fun and challenging day for all levels. -

| "
ill have limited availability, so please do book early to

dissapointment.

www.performancesportscoaching.co.uk
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WILTSHIRE 3 PEAKS
 CHALLENGE 2026

: o - SPONSORED BY
Adventure - Challenge - Fun e
i YOUTH ADVENTURE TRUST CHOOSE YOUR
f % Drop Off - 8:30am — 9:00am CHALLENGE:

o - { WILTSHIRE “roan
. y b
¥
“ Monday 30" March Tuesday 31* March ; % HALF
Crate Stack Canoeing » . : MARATHON

Leap of Faith Climbing Wall b ™
Low Ropes Zip-Wire X iy " SATURDAY 13" JUNE 2026 -
Archery e ' OARE I WILTSHIRE

Wednesday 1% April Thursday 2" April - A \ 66—

Body Zorbing Survival Day RUN ’ A very enjoyable challenge
Fencing Shelter Building ol | - EN in support of a great cause
Circus Workshop Fire Lighting e ”
Rocket Launch Easter Themed Activities : y

For ages: 8 — 12 years (Siblings up to 14 years)

Self funded and fundraising entries available

Activites will run in groups, in rotation, throughout the day. - e i =L Find out more:

Braeside Education
Centre

Marlborough Leisure Centre is pleased to offer a full programme of children’s swimming
lessons, and we would love to welcome pupils from your school. Our lessons are delivered by
qualified instructors and follow the Swim England Learn to Swim framewaork, supporting
children of all abilities—from complete beginners to confident young swimmers looking to
develop further skills.

What we offer:
Small group classes for ages 3 months+
Structured progression stages
A safe, supportive learning environment

Friendly, experienced swim teachers
Lessons held at Marlborough Leisure Centre

enjoyment through high-quality instruction.

USE PROMOTION CODE VALMAR25 FOR NO ADMIN FEE Saving £25.00

For more details or to book, parents can contact us on 01672513161 or
email Marlborough.LeisureCentre@wiltshire.gov.uk

For more information visit :- www.wiltshire.gov.uk/leisure-swim-school




