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ST KATHARINE’S 
C of E 

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Friendship, Effort, Respect, 

& Honesty 
Friday 19th June 2026 
NEWSLETTER No: 17 

Our Value This Term Is…  

 
Dear Parents, 
Things are hotting up… and I am not just talking about 

the weather! Everyday there seems to be something a 

little out the ordinary happening either for a class or 

the whole school. The last fortnight has been an 

exciting one, not least for our Year 6 children who 

spent last week in mid-Wales, taking part in the end of 

year residential. I love that we put this event at the 

end of the year. It represents a real right of passage for 

the children and a celebration of the seven years they 

have spent with us at St Katharines. With SATs behind 

them, the residential is the beginning of what for this 

group is a very exciting end of term; they have much to 

look forward to. Mr Sandall and Mrs Jodrell who 

accompanied the children on their adventure had a 

wonderful time, reporting that this group of children 

were a joy to spend time with. What stood out for me 

was how well they supported each other. They took on 

some hard challenges throughout the week, coupled 

with being away from home – to know that they 

looked after each other so well was lovely to hear.  

Year 5 were lucky enough to be given the opportunity 

to visit the pop-up planetarium at Marlborough 

College on Friday 12th June. This experience, provided 

by the Herschel Museum in Bath, celebrated the 

achievements and discoveries made by William and 

Caroline Herschel. The children learnt about the stars 

and planets that they can see in the night sky and 

might now be able to pick out a few more 

constellations as a result of the visit. Our thanks to 

Marlborough College for offering this experience, free 

of charge, to our learners.  

On Wednesday last week the children in Oak, Chestnut 

and Sycamore were able to meet Michael Morpurgo! 

This was sadly not in person but via a live broadcast to 

primary schools across the country. The broadcast 

gave children an insight into what life is like as an 

author, the inspiration for his writing and some top 

tips for story writing.  

On Tuesday we hosted another whole school 

emergency awareness training day, delivered by the 

incredible team at Wiltshire Air Ambulance. This day, 

that has become a staple in our school calendar, 

supports our learners, at an age-appropriate level to 

learn about the actions they can take to help save a 

life or support someone in need of help. The children 

were brilliant; they listened well, were enthusiastic 

participators and asked lots of thoughtful questions. 

Thank you to the PTA who fund this annual addition to 

our curriculum offer. 

Today our Chestnut learners have spent the day  

time-travelling. With the help of the team at Light Up 

Education, the children have had an immersive day 

learning all about life in Saxon Britain. We are always 

looking for ways to bring the curriculum alive for 

children. Often this is through a trip to a museum or 

significant place. Sometimes however, it is nice for the 

experience to come to us. Light Up Education 

specialise in bringing history to life and provide the 

opportunity for children to hear from (another) 

passionate expert on a subject.  

Niki Jones  

Principal  
 

‘From little acorns, great oaks grow’ 
 

 
 

 
Attendance Update  
Current whole school attendance data: 96.3% 
Our end of year attendance target is: 97% 
With only 4 (and a bit) weeks of term left we would love 
to see our attendance figures begin to nudge closer to 
our target. Please help us to do this by ensuring that 
children are in school when they should be and that you 
have completed a request for absence form should you 
need to take your child out of school for any reason 
other than illness. 

 
 
 
 

https://lightup.education/key-stage-2
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Action for River Kennet Fundraiser - reminder 
On the 26th of June at 3:20pm - 4pm the School Council 
will hold a fundraiser in support of ARK - Action for the 
River Kennet. Some of the money raised will also go 
towards resources for forest school or buying the base 
for the teepee. ‘Gods Eyes’ and ‘acorn worry stones’ will 
be available to buy on the day for a minimum 
donation of £2. Thank you in advance for your support.  
 
Gem Day – Tuesday 21st July 
As part of our end of year celebrations, we always put a 
Gem Day into the penultimate day of the school 
calendar. This year we are returning to one of our 
favourite ways to spend this day, with a whole school 
walk in the forest with a picnic at the Column. Children 
will need to come dressed in comfy, weather 
appropriate, forest school clothing, bring a packed lunch 
and water bottle to school with them (there will be no 
Sue Brady lunches on this day). This is the simplest of 
ways to spend a day and in our busy, stimulation filled 
lives we feel it is one of the most joyful. To watch the 
children walking and talking together, mixing age 
groups, with older children supporting younger is a 
privilege, one which always reminds me how lucky we 
are to serve such a special school community. If you 
would like to join us as a volunteer and know that your 
own child/ren will manage that happily (no piggy backs 
of your own children allowed!), then please contact 
Hayley in the school office to register your interest. 
There might be a treat in it for our volunteers at the end 
of the day! Unfortunately, we are unable to 
accommodate younger (pre-school) siblings or dogs on 
our walk. 
 
Move up Mornings 
On Friday 3rd July we are holding our Move Up Morning. 
Our new starters will be joining us for a stay and play, 
Year 6 will have a taster day at St. John’s while everyone 
else will spend a session with the teaching team that will 
be working with them in September. Some of our classes 
are taught by teachers that share the role; at least one 
member of the teaching team will be present at the 
session. 
 
Summer Performance – Pantastic, The Peter Pan 
Musical 
A letter went out this week inviting parents of Sycamore 
class in the initial instance to buy their tickets for this 
year’s production of Pantastic, The Peter Pan Musical. In 
a couple of weeks’ time, we will be inviting our wider 
parent community to purchase any unsold tickets if they 
are available. Please look out for those emails if you are 
keen to come along. 
 
 
 

Great Bedwyn Anxiety and Resilience Workshop (flier 
attached) 
Please note that Children and Adolescent Mental Health 
Services (CAHMS) are running a session around 
supporting children with worries and helping them to 
become more resilient (hosted at Great Bedwyn School) 
on Wednesday 24th June from 1:00pm until 3:00pm. This 
is an information and advice session for parents only. 
Please do go along if you think this would be useful.  
 
Lost Property 
Please remember to keep an eye on the lost property 
basket to see if anything belongs to you.  At current 
count, amongst other things we have 14 jumpers and 6 
cardigans, all unnamed. 
On the final few days of term all lost property will be put 
on a table near the school gate at the end of each day 
for parents to look through.   All remaining lost property 
at the end of that week will be put into the donation 
station or given to local charity shops. 
 
Leave Only Pawprints Competition 
We wanted to draw your attention to a summer “Leave 
Only Pawprints” poster competition launched by the Dog 
Control Team at Wiltshire Council. Children aged 4 to 14 
are invited to design vibrant, imaginative artwork that 
encourages responsible dog ownership and cleaner 
public spaces. With winning designs transformed into 
posters and stickers to be displayed across Wiltshire.  
This is not being run by the school.  It is completely up to 
you to decide whether you would like to take part.  We 
are proud to say that last year Elise Wallker from St 
Katharine’s won her age group!  
  
The competition is open to all children living in Wiltshire 
(excluding Swindon) and is split into three age groups, 
with each category winner receiving a £50 Amazon 
voucher: 
  

• 4–6 years 
• 7–10 years 
• 11–14 years 

  
Should your child/ren wish to take part, entry packs are 
available by visiting the council website 
at www.wiltshire.gov.uk/leave-only-pawprints-
competition, or collecting one from a local Wiltshire 
Council library.   

 

Message on behalf of the PTA 

Thank you to everyone who completed our 
questionnaire. Your feedback was incredibly insightful 
and will be a huge benefit as we plan for the new school 
year. We truly appreciate the time you took to share 
your thoughts and ideas. 
 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/leave-only-pawprints-competition
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/leave-only-pawprints-competition
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The Fun Run is fast approaching! If you haven’t signed 
up yet, please make sure to do so. Raffle tickets are also 
now on sale, with some fantastic prizes up for grabs. 
 
We are still looking for a few more volunteers to help on 
the day. If you can spare some time, please speak to 
Anna or Leah in the playground. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. We couldn’t do it 
without you! 
 
Best wishes, 

The PTA Team 

 

Message on behalf of the Fun Run Team 
The event is nearly here... we are excited to welcome 
runners on Sat 27th June for a fun family 
event. https://savernake10k.co.uk/ 
Lots of exciting prizes to be won, please return your 
raffle tickets (with payment) to school reception this 
week. 
Pre ordered t-shirts will be available at registration. 
Thank you to our army of volunteers, without whom the 
event would not be possible. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the start line :) 

Anna, Leah & Tom 

run2026@savernake10k.co.uk  

 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

June 
Friday 19th  Chestnut Class – Anglo Saxon 

Day at school 

PTA Father’s Day shop 
(1:30pm-3:00pm) 

Monday 22nd   Year 6 Uniform Fitting 
Evening at St. John’s 

Bikeability – Year 6 (day 1) 
CANCELLED 

Tuesday 23rd Bikeability – Year 6 (day 2) 
CANCELLED 

Oak Class visit to Natural 
History Museum, Oxford 

Thursday 25th  Sycamore Class trip to 
Lulworth Cove 

Friday 26th  ARK Fundraising event 

3.20pm-4pm 

Saturday 27th Savernake 3K & 10K Fun Run 

Tuesday 30th Year 5/6 Rounders at St 
Katharine’s School (small 

group) 

July 
Thursday 2nd  Year 6 SEN Transition Day at 

St. John’s 

Friday 3rd  Reports to parents 

Move Up Morning and new 
Reception transition visits 

Year 6 Transition Day at St. 
John’s 

Monday 6th Final swimming session Year 
3 (block of 10) 

Tuesday 7th & 
Thursday 9th  

Optional Parents Evening 
3:30pm – 5:00pm 

Friday 10th  Summer Performance - dress 
rehearsal 

Chestnut Class visit to 
Stonebridge 

Mobile library visiting 

Tuesday 14th  Summer Performance 1 
Sycamore Class 7pm-8.30pm 

Wednesday 15th  Summer Performance 2 
Sycamore Class 7pm-8.30pm 

Friday 17th  Sports Day 9:30am – 12:15pm 

Saturday 18th  St. Katharine’s Church Fete 

Monday 20th  Back up Sports Day 9:30am – 
12:15pm 

Tuesday 21st  Gem Day 
NO Sue Brady Lunches to be 

ordered 

Wednesday 22nd Leaver’s Service in Church 
9:30am 

followed by refreshments 

End of Term 6 early close 
1.15pm 

 
 

Please also refer to the Key Dates Planner V3, that 
includes all the dates that we know of for the 
academic year 2025/26 (at this point). 
Our aim is that we give you advance warning and 
enable you to plan well ahead for some of the main 
events in the year. As events come into the school 
diary they will be added to the dates sections of the 

mailto:run2026@savernake10k.co.uk
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Newsletter. Key Dates Planners V3 is the final version 
this academic year. 

 
 
Please Note  
We will close at 1:15pm on the following end of term 
date: 

• Wednesday 22nd July  
Children will be ready to be collected from the 
playground at 1:15pm. On these days we ask that 
children do not stay to play so that end of term clear-
up and organisation can be planned to include any 
grounds maintenance that might be needed.  
Thank you  
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 Other things you might want to 

know… 
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