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ST KATHARINE’S 
C of E 

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Friendship, Effort, Respect, 

& Honesty 
Wednesday 22nd July 2026 

NEWSLETTER No: 19 

Our Value This Term Is…  

 
Dear Parents, 
From the many parents I have spoken with this week, 

there is a resounding feeling that the end of term can’t 

come soon enough. The end of Term 6 is always the 

same. We pack it in. I’m not sure that it would feel 

quite as special if we were to do it any other way. Last 

week was a BIG one. Two performances of the 

Sycamore production ‘Pantastic’ left us all on a high. 

For those of you who had tickets to see it, you will 

agree that it was truly excellent. The children gave it 

their very best effort and I couldn’t have been prouder 

to sit in the audience and be lucky enough to enjoy it - 

stage front. My thanks to everyone who made the 

performance happen from Mrs Jodrell’s magic with the 

scenery, to the parents who created costumes, the 

staff who helped on the night and to Mr Sandall who 

yet again directed and coached the children into 

having the confidence to give such amazing 

performances. Well done to all.  

As if two performances weren’t enough to squeeze 

into a week at school, we held our annual Sport’s Day 

on Friday. The sun shone to create the perfect 

conditions for the morning. It was a lovely day. The 

children were a credit to the school and their colour 

teams. They competed bravely, with grit and 

determination – sometimes etched in faces as the 

crossed the finish line. They also cheered and 

celebrated each other. Another special day in our 

summer calendar.  

Our final big event in this final week and a half was our 

Gem Day walk. We kept it simple this year; a whole 

school walk and a picnic. It was a lovely day. Our 

thanks to the parents who joined us and to our 

wonderful PTA who funded the much-needed ice 

creams at the end of the day.  

Please enjoy the summer break. I hope that the sun 

continues to shine for much of it and that you all 

manage to find some rest and a slightly slower pace to 

your lives – at least for some of the time. We look 

forward to welcoming Years 1-6 back to school on 

Thursday 3rd September and our new Reception 

children on Monday 7th September, when we begin a 

shiny new academic year and do it all again!  

Niki Jones  

Principal  
 

‘From little acorns, great oaks grow’ 
 

 
 

 
Attendance Update  
Current whole school attendance data: 96.4% 
Our end of year attendance target is: 97% 
Rest and recharge – next year let’s get St Katharine’s in 
the top 5% of schools nationally and locally. 97% + will 
do it! 

 
Summer Reading Challenge  
In addition to our engagement with the Fonetti ‘Read 
Aloud Challenge’. The Wiltshire library Summer Reading 
Challenge is called Read to the Beat. This year children 
aged 4 to 11 can personalise their challenge by selecting 
up to six reading goals. They'll collect stickers for each 
goal reached, with a medal and certificate for everyone 
who ticks off all six goals. Children can sign up for free at 
any Wiltshire library from Saturday 4th July to receive a 
free sticker booklet, helping boost their reading 
confidence and enjoyment.  

 
New Front Gates and Security Fencing  
Following a review of site security, we have accessed 
funding to improve our front entrance gate and fencing 
around the playground closest to the school.  During the 
summer holiday period a new pedestrian access gate 
plus larger vehicle access gate are being installed.  There 
will also be some new fencing around the playground 
and separating the field from the bark area. The fence 
line will be on the other side of the willow domes. 
Initially access to the building for parents will not 
change, but longer term the intention is to install an 
electronic remote access system – in line with many 
other schools with slightly more conventional school 
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grounds.  More details on this will follow in the new 
academic year.  
 
New School Toilets 
In addition to the above school improvements, we have 
accessed a pot of money (school condition allocation 
grant) via a successful bid to the Excalibur team with 
responsibility for estates, to refurbish all the toilets in 
school. This project has also enabled us to create a small 
additional teaching space where the interior lockers are 
currently housed. With the help and support of the PTA, 
we are able to furnish this area and install outdoor 
lockers for Year 3-5. This refurbishment was much 
needed and the by-product of another space for small 
group teaching is exciting. Pop in and take a look when it 
is all finished! 
 
Free School Meals 

Fron September 2026, the criteria used to determine 

pupil eligibility for free school meals (FSM) will change. 

From the start of the 2026/27 academic year, new 

national eligibility criteria will be introduced by the 

Department for Education (DfE).  

 
Children can get free school meals in two ways: 
 
1.Universal free school meals (Reception to Year 2) 
All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 can get free 
school meals automatically. 
Just tell your school if you would like your child to 
receive them. 
If you receive certain benefits, school can also get extra 
funding called Pupil Premium (£1,550 for primary pupils 
in 2026-27). To make sure the school receives this 
money, you must complete a free school meal claim 
form (available via the link provided below), even if your 
child already gets universal meals. 
 
2.Free school meals based on benefits (Year 3 and above) 
Children in Year 3 or above can get free school meals if 
you receive one of the following: 

• Universal Credit 
• support under Part VI of the Immigration 

and Asylum Act 1999 
• Income-related Employment and 

Support Allowance 
• the guarantee element of State Pension 

Credit 
• Your household has no recourse to 

public funds (NRPF), and meets the 
government income thresholds 

To check eligibility and find out more please click on this 
LINK  
 
 
 

Volunteers  
I am never complacent about the strength of community 
feeling and good will here at St Katharine’s. It is very 
special to be a part of. To all of you that have 
volunteered your time this year whether that is in 
support of fundraising, reading, sports, additional adults 
on trips, classroom support for projects and all of the 
other things that you do to help our school, thank you. It 
never goes unnoticed and it is always hugely 
appreciated. 
 
Key Dates Planner  
Each September we produce the Key Dates Planner 
which lists all the dates and events that we already know 
about at the start of the year, for the entire academic 
year. Parent feedback has been that this document is 
useful, especially when planning for time off work for 
certain events such as parents’ evenings, sports days and 
performances etc.  We have decided to get ahead and 
send out the first version for 2026/27 academic year 
alongside the final newsletter of the previous year.  This 
is obviously not of interest to our outgoing Year 6 
parents but having this in advance might prove useful to 
others returning in September. 
Please note that we produce an updated version in 
January and again after the Easter Holiday in April. 
Alongside the Key Dates Planner, we also include dates 
in every Newsletter. Some of these will be those same 
Key Dates but will also include any new dates that have 
come into the diary since the Planner was published. 
These are highlighted in bold in the dates section at the 
end of the Newsletter when they are first added. We 
hope the combination of the two sources of dates helps 
to keep you informed about what is happening and what 
is coming up.  
 
Music and sports Clubs 
With the end of the year approaching and the Year 6s 
moving onto pastures new, we find that spaces come 
available in our music and sport clubs.  If your child is 
interested in taking up singing, drumming, guitar, piano 
or one of the other sporting activities or drawing club 
please get in touch with the relevant provider (details 
provided below). 
 
Music: 
Drumming: Matt Clements 
mattcdrumtuition@gmail.com 
Year groups 3-6 
 
Guitar: Joseph Whiting  
nextgenmusictuition@gmail.com 
Year groups 1-6 
 
Piano: Karen Higson 
admin@karenhigson.co.uk 
Year groups 1-6 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/schools-learning-free-school-meals
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1-1 singing: Carla Holley  
carlajade1988@hotmail.co.uk 
Year group 1-6 
 
We also have the following clubs available: 
Drawing Club: Hannah Phillips 
tillyandwilson@hotmail.com 
Tues after school – Year groups 3-6 
 
Cricket 
info@in2sportcoaching.co.uk 
Lunch time – Mon: Year groups 2-6 
 
Multi-sport 
info@in2sportcoaching.co.uk  
After school – Mon: Year groups Reception-6  
 
Dodgeball 
info@in2sportcoaching.co.uk 
Lunch time - Wed: Year groups Reception-4  
 
Football 
info@in2sportcoaching.co.uk 
After school – Wed: Year groups 3-6  
 
Edward’s Summer of Sport 
You will recall from Newsletter 16 that Edward in Year 5 
has decided to dedicate time to staying active this 
summer to raise funds for Cancer Research UK.  By the 
time we reach the end of term he will be all set to 
completely smash his target and will have run over 
100km, swam over 15km and completed over 130 hours 
of other sports!  If you would like to support Edward 
through a donation, here is a link to his JustGiving page.  
 
 

Message on behalf of the PTA 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who came along to Sports 
Day and treated themselves to a bacon roll or a drink. 
Thanks to your support, we raised just over £200, which 
will go towards even more fantastic opportunities and 
resources for the children. 
We also raised a fantastic £250 at the Bedwyn fun day 
for Brighter Futures and the school.  
 
As we come to the end of another school year, we’d like 
to say a heartfelt thank you to everyone who has 
supported the PTA. Whether you’ve volunteered your 
time, attended an event, donated, or simply bought a 
cake, raffle ticket or hotdog! We genuinely couldn’t do it 
without you. 
 
We’re already looking forward to the new school year, 

with plenty more exciting fundraising events and ideas 
planned. We hope you’ll join us along the way! 
 
Until then, have a wonderful, relaxing summer break. 
We look forward to seeing you all in September! 
 
Have a fantastic summer, the PTA team 

The PTA Team 

 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

September 
Tuesday 1st and 
Wednesday 2nd   

TD Days 1 and 2  
No children in school 

Thursday 3rd  First Day of Term 1 

Friday 4th  Mobile Library visiting 

Monday 7th and 
Tuesday 8th  

All Reception children 
8:45am – 12:00am 

Wednesday 9th – 
Friday 11th  

All Reception children 
8:45am – 1:00pm 

Monday 14th  Reception Full Time 
8:45am – 3:15pm 

Thursday 17th  Sycamore Class Litfest Talk 
1:00pm  

Pewsey Leisure Centre 

Monday 21st  Chestnut Class  
Meet the Teacher 

3:30 – 4:15 pm 

Tuesday 22nd  Hazel Class 
Meet the Teacher 
2:30 pm – 3:15pm 

Oak Class 
Meet the Teacher 
3:30pm – 4:15pm 

Wednesday 23rd  Sycamore Class 
Meet the Teacher 
3:30pm – 4:15pm 

Tuesday 29th  Reception and KS1 Reading 
Meeting for parents  

2:30pm – 3:15pm 

October 
Sunday 4th  Church Harvest Festival 6pm 

Wednesday 7th  Harvest Festival 9.30am in 
church  

PTA AGM 

Tuesday 13th  Music for Miniatures – 
Bubble Bach 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/kim-swift-10#sharePage
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Thursday 15th  Open morning prospective 
parents 2027/28  

(9.30am-11.30am) 

Friday 16th  Last day of Term 1 for 
children 

School Council elections 

PTA Pumpkinfest event 

Monday 19th – 
Wednesday 21st  

TD Days 3,4 and 5 (children 
not in school) 

Friday 31st  Deadline for secondary 
school applications 

 
 
Key Date Planner 26/27 V1 is attached along with 
this newsletter.  
Our aim is that we give you advance warning and 
enable you to plan well ahead for some of the main 
events in the year. As events come into the school 
diary they will be added to the dates sections of the 
Newsletter.  Key Dates Planner V1 will be the first 
version for the academic year 26/27.  V2 will be 
released at the end of Term 2 and V3 at the end of 
Term 4. 

 
 
TD Days next academic year 
1st and 2nd September 2026 
19th, 20th, 21st October 2026 
4th January 2027 (this is an additional Excalibur TD 
day for all EAT schools) 
 
We will close at 1:15pm on  

• Friday 18th December 2026,  

• Thursday 25th March 2027  

• Friday 23rd July 2027. 
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 Other things you might want to 

know… 
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